[Factors of the urinary prognosis of myelomeningoceles].
Based on a retrospective series of 200 patients with myelomeningocele followed over a period of 3 to 17 years (mean = 9.02 years), the authors define the prognostic elements of the radiographic and urodynamic assessment. Their aim was to define a population at risk presenting a possibility of deterioration of the upper urinary tract. The mean age at the time of the first assessment by the authors was 12 years (range: 2 to 38 years), at which time the upper urinary tract was not dilated in 73% of cases and dilated in 27% of cases. Evaluation of the clinical course revealed that 7% of the upper tracts were dilated at the first consultation and only 1% of them remained so, 26% became dilated secondarily and 67% were never dilated throughout the observation period. The last cystometric assessment provided the following mean values: --for the overall population (200 patients): a premicturating pressure (P2) of 32 cm of water and a compliance (CPL) of 20 ml/cm of water; --for the population in which the upper tract was dilated at the last consultation (54 patients): a P2 of 45 cm of water and a CPL of 7 ml/cm of water; --for the population in which the upper tract was not dilated at the last consultation (146 patients): the P2 was 27 cm of water and the CPL was 24 ml/cm of water. These 2 parameters therefore appeared to be essential and their prognostic value should be evaluated.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)